
Buddhist Terms
Faith, Practice and Study  •  The Ten Worlds

Changing Destiny  •  Nam-myoho-renge-kyo  •  The Gohonzon

The Three Obstacles and Four Devils  •  Benefi t in Buddhism

The Life of Nichiren Daishonin
Part 1  •  Part 2

Excerpts From SGI President Ikeda’s Lecture Series: 
“Learning From the Writings: The Teachings for Victory”
“Letter from Sado,” Parts 1 and 2  •  “Letter to the Brothers,” Part 3

Soka Spirit
Three Key Errors of the Nichiren Shoshu Priesthood



For more information and a free electronic copy
of the 2010 Study Guide, go to the SGI-USA 

website: www.sgi-usa.org

ISBN: 978-1-935523-10-9

Front cover photo © iStockphoto
Cover and interior design by Lightbourne, Inc.

Published by the SGI-USA
606 Wilshire Blvd.

Santa Monica, CA  90401
www.sgi-usa.org

© 2010 SGI-USA. All rights reserved.
Printed in the United States of America

10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1



 2 0 1 0  I N T R O D U C T O R Y  E X A M  S T U D Y  G U I D E  3

Contents
 5 Introduction: What Is the October Introductory Exam?

Buddhist Terms
 6 Faith, Practice and Study

 8 The Ten Worlds

 16 Changing Destiny

 20 Nam-myoho-renge-kyo

 26 The Gohonzon

 30 The Three Obstacles and Four Devils

 33 Benefi t in Buddhism

The Life of Nichiren Daishonin 
 38 Part 1

 44 Part 2 

Excerpts From SGI President Ikeda’s Lecture Series: 
“Learning From the Writings: The Teachings for Victory”

 50 “Letter from Sado,” Part 1: My Disciples Win With the Heart of a Lion King!

 52 “Letter from Sado,” Part 2: The Direct Path To Attaining Buddhahood: 

Overcoming Great Obstacles Is the Key To Transforming Our Karma

 53 “Letter to the Brothers,” Part 3: The Disciple’s Victory Is the Mentor’s 

Greatest Wish and Joy

Soka Spirit
 56 Three Key Errors of the Nichiren Shoshu Priesthood: A look at 

how the Nichiren Shoshu priesthood has deviated from Nichiren Daishonin’s 

intent and teachings

Studying Buddhism
 60 SGI President Ikeda on the Importance of Buddhist Study

 63 Suggestions for Enjoying the Learning Process

The 2010 Introductory Exam
Study Guide



Sh
ay

n
a 

Pe
ve

le
r



 2 0 1 0  I N T R O D U C T O R Y  E X A M  S T U D Y  G U I D E  5

What Is the October
Introductory Exam?

Along with faith and practice, Buddhist study provides practitioners 

with a fundamental source of energy and strength to overcome 

all obstacles, move forward in life and be victorious. SGI-USA has 

initiated the October Introductory Exam in 2010 as part of a new 

study program. It is an opportunity for members to deepen their 

understanding and study of Nichiren Buddhism.

The Introductory Exam will be conducted at the district level in 

a format similar to the Buddhist Learning Review held each year 

since 2005. One major difference is that the exam will be collected 

and graded. Participants will each be given an electronically readable 

answer sheet on which to record their answers; they will then be asked 

to turn in their answer sheets to facilitators at each location.

Features of the Introductory 
Exam:

Who can take the Introductory Exam?

All SGI-USA members can participate in 
2010. Those who pass the exam this year 
will be eligible to take the Essentials Exam 
in April 2011. Those who do not pass the 
exam can take the Introductory Exam in 
October 2011.

What do we need to study to prepare?

All materials for the Introductory Exam are 
included in this 2010 Introductory Exam 
Study Guide. The materials are also posted 

on the sgi-usa.org website. (Note: All the 
materials have appeared previously in SGI-
USA publications; however, some changes 
have been made; therefore, please use this 
study guide to prepare for the exam.)

What is the format?

It is a multiple-choice exam consisting of 
20 questions.

Can the Introductory Exam be taken 

in other languages?

Yes. Please contact your respective 
language-group coordinators for more 
information.




